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EDITORIAL

The Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in the 
21st Century. A Decade of Inter-Orthodox 
Dialogue on Dogmatic Issues

The 20th century represented a period of renewal in Orthodox Dogmatics 
through the use of Revelation data and of the Church Tradition, method 
and experience. The point of reference is the Congress in Athens (1936), 
but also its preliminary moments, such as the Preparatory Meeting in 
Bucharest (1936) where the issues and requirements of the Congress in 
Athens were drawn. In addition, during the 20th century, the major con-
tributions of the Russian theologians from the diaspora were added, head-
ed by: George Florovsky, Vladimir Lossky, Alexander Schmemann and 
Paul Evdokimov, the contributions of Fr. Dumitru Stăniloae and Fr. Justin 
Popovici, of Panayotis Nellas, Ioannis Romanides, Ioannis Zizioulas and 
Nikolaos Matsoukas. We do not discuss here the differences of nuance or 
those concerning certain conceptions that gave rise to theological debates 
within Orthodoxy and beyond. We only emphasize that, from various per-
spectives, these theologians brought a major contribution to the renewal 
of the Orthodox Theology and to its delimitation from the infl uences of 
medieval scholastics. Of course, we may add other names to these famous 
ones, ie the apprentices of the above-mentioned theologians, who assumed 
the conclusions of their predecessors and deepened the themes of Ortho-
dox Dogmatics in the pressing context of late modernity up to the present. 

In Romania, the Orthodox Dogmatics was connected to the renewal 
of 20th-century theology, especially through the thinking of Father Dumi-
tru Staniloae and his disciples, Fr. Ion Bria, Fr. Dumitru Popescu, theolo-
gian Daniel Ciobotea, now Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 
as well as through the exceptional contributions of Fr. Ioan Ică Sr and Fr. 
Ioan I Ică jr. At the end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st 
century, the Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in Romania was deepened in a 
close relationship with the spirituality and worship of the Church, but also 
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with the conclusions of the ecumenical dialogues and the challenges of the 
current world and culture. 

In this context, at the initiative and direct involvement of the dogma-
tists from the Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Arad, the fi rst International 
Symposium of Dogmatic Theology was held in 2007 and the International 
Association of Orthodox Dogmatist Theologians was founded. The works 
of the International Symposium of Dogmatic Theology took place under 
the generic title: “Highlights and Perspectives in the Mission of the Church 
in the Contemporary World”. Among the participants at this International 
Symposium were: a) From the Faculties of Orthodox Theology in Roma-
nia we mention the participation of Fathers Professors: Dumitru Popescu, 
Dumitru Radu, Ştefan Buchiu (Faculty of Theology in Bucharest), Valer 
Bel (Faculty of Theology in Cluj), Vasile Citirigă, Adrian Niculcea (Fac-
ulty of Theology in Constanţa), Dumitru Megheşan (Faculty of Theology 
in Oradea), Nicolae Moşoiu (Faculty of Theology in Sibiu) Ioan Tulcan, 
Cristinel Ioja (Faculty of Theology in Arad – as organizers); b) From the 
Faculties of Orthodox Theology from abroad: Bishop Ph.D. Ignatie Midici 
(Faculty of Theology, University of Belgrade/ Serbia; Rev. Dr. Emmanuel 
Clapsis (Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology – Brookline/ 
United States of America), Assaad Elias Kattan, (Theological Institute of 
Münster University/ Germany), Prof. Dr. Michel Stavrou (Theological 
Institute Saint Serge – Paris/ France), Ph. D. Daniel Munteanu (Faculty 
of Theology from Erlangen University/ Germany), Ph. D. Dimitrios Tse-
lengidis (Faculty of Theology in Thessaloniki/ Greece), Ph. D. Peter C. 
Bouteneff (St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary - New York / 
United States of America), Ph. D Petr Mikhailov (St. Tichon’s Orthodox 
Humanitarian University of Moscow). 

Of the many issues raised during the debate, the following comments, 
accents, proposals and even general and particular perspective were men-
tioned in The Final Document of the Symposium in Arad: 1. Dogmatic 
Theology is one of the basic subjects of Theology, as a Church service. It 
has the mission to confess the revealed truths of Jesus Christ’s Gospel and 
to make them accessible to all generations of faithful throughout the ages. 
The Orthodox Dogmatic Theology has the mission to faithfully study and 
communicate the Theology of the Orthodox Church to its catholicity and 
its existential and social importance for the life of the world. The Orthodox 
Theology serves the mission of the Church; 2. This symposium was an oc-
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casion for refl ection on what was accomplished in this area in a period of 
a century and a reminder of the great syntheses that have been achieved. 
It was also an occasion of highlighting the theological personalities who 
honoured the Dogmatic Theology and to catch the accents, directions and 
perspectives that can be encountered in this theology in the past century; 
3. The purpose of our present approach is not simply to make an inven-
tory of what has been done in this area, although this is not irrelevant, but 
on the contrary to capture those aspects, accents and openings that come 
to meet the great questions and challenges the modern world addresses to 
the Church in its current mission and work; 4. With all its complexity, the 
time we live in requires the need for a closer relationship between Dog-
matic Theology and other theological disciplines, especially Biblical and 
Practical Theology. But it is no less necessary to open the Dogmatic The-
ology to the cultural trends of the secularized world, which it must bring 
answers or even credible solutions to. The dialogue between Science and 
Theology, Theology and Culture should be encouraged; 5. The theological 
progress up to the present has highlighted the fact that both in its didactic 
and pastoral missionary implications, Dogmatic Theology must show a 
closer connection between the study and the in-depth presentation of the 
truths of faith, with the very life and spirituality of the ecclesial commu-
nity; 6. Orthodox dogmatic theology must be thoroughly studied unceas-
ingly. An in-depth evaluation and analysis is required to be made by a team 
of famous professors who should identify and highlight both the positive 
and the insuffi cient aspects of the development of this theological subject; 
it should not be omitted the cultural, social and inter-confessional factors 
that have infl uenced it, as well as the ideas, currents, philosophical systems 
and scientifi c developments which came into contact and dialogue with it 
during this period; 7. Taking into account the above problems, we believe 
that it is necessary an institutionalized update of this form of theological 
meetings at least every two years. In this regard we propose the foundation 
of an International Association of Orthodox Dogmatists necessary to an 
even closer connection between them. The participants took the decision 
to establish an Association of Orthodox Dogmatist Theologians, voting on 
a Statute of this Association and a provisional board consisting of: Ioan 
Tulcan - president (Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Arad/ Romania); Pe-
ter Bouteneff (St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary - New York / 
United States of America) and Michel Stavrou (Theological Institute Saint 
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Serge – Paris/ France) – vicepresidents; Daniel Munteanu (Faculty of The-
ology from Erlangen University/ Germany) - secretary. 

The Association of Orthodox Dogmatist Theologians (A.I.D.O) is a 
working community of professors and researchers from the Schools of 
Orthodox Theology with university degree that wants to promote the re-
search of Dogmatic Theology at international level. The purpose of the 
Association is to regularly organize consultations, symposia, colloquia 
and international conferences, where all AIDO members will be invited, 
to transmit the scientifi c information related to the results of the research 
undertaken, as well as those related to future research projects (disserta-
tions, documentation, etc.) on specifi c themes of Dogmatic Theology, and 
the exchange of experience, consultations and cooperation on research and 
professors’ training as well as on current dogmatic issues; 3) AIDO mem-
bers are the titular heads of Dogmatic Theology subjects from the Facul-
ties of Orthodox Theology, respectively from the Theological Institutes, as 
well as from the local Orthodox Churches: dioceses, metropolises, mon-
asteries that stimulate scientifi c research in Dogmatics, as well as other 
Dogmatics scholars. In addition to these memberships, associate members 
of AIDO can also be institutions and individuals of the Church and from 
theological institutions which promote the theological-dogmatic research. 

The next meetings were held in Arad (2009), entitled “Tradition and 
Dogma: What kind of Dogmatic Theology we propose for our time?”; in 
Thessaloniki (2011), with the theme: “The role and limits of reason in 
Dogmatic Theology”; in Sophia (2013), entitled “Dogma and Terminol-
ogy in the Orthodox Tradition and its Relevance Today”, in Bucharest-
Caraiman (2016), with the theme: “Primacy and primacies in the Church”. 
At these meetings there were also present other Orthodox dogmatists from 
university centres in Romania, Europe and the United States of America: 
Despina Prassas (Providence College, Rhode Island/USA); Alexey Fokin 
(The Institute of Philosophy in Moscow/Russia); Stavros Yangazoglou 
(Hellenic University in Patras/Greece); Christoph Schneider (The Institute 
for Orthodox Christian Studies in Cambridge/UK); Pantelis Kalaitzidis 
(Academy for Theological Studies in Volos/Greece); Nikolaos Loudo-
vikos (Ecclesiastical Academy in Thessaloniki/ Greece); Georgios Mart-
zelos (Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Thessaloniki/ Greece); Aristotle 
Papanikolaou (Lincoln Theological Centre from Fordham University, New 
York/USA); Svetoslav Ribolov (Faculty of Theology in Sophia – Bulgar-
ia); Fadi George (Faculty of Theology in Balamand – Liban). 
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The next meeting will take place in 2018 at the Faculty of Theology 
in Balamand, Professor Michel Stavrou being the new President of the 
Association. 

The initiators of this project aimed to intensify the relations between 
the Faculties of Orthodox Theology around the world, and especially the 
relations between the professors of Dogmatic Theology in order to approach 
and deepen the great themes of the Orthodox Dogmatic Theology, both for 
their better clarifi cation in the life of the Church, and particularly for their 
expression in the present world as an answer to man’s spiritual quests. 
That is why, ten years after the initiation of this project in Arad, that has 
been successful in several theological centres, through meetings, debates, 
documents and volumes of studies, we want to emphasize its importance for 
the current theology and for the mission and life of the Orthodox Church. 
At the same time, we consider that this project represents not only the 
opening to a dialogical stability of Tradition in the context of a fragmented 
world, but also the sign of Orthodox theologians’ maturity and, implicitly, 
the renewal of Orthodox Dogmatics in the 21st century. 

Rev. Prof. PhD. Cristinel Ioja

The Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in the 21st Century...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


